
How the People of the Great Plains Used the Bison

Hey Teachers! 

Thanks for making the Wyoming State Museum a part of 
your classroom! This page will describe how to use this 
activity with your students! 

Important Note: 
During this activity, your students will be learning about how Native American people 
of the Great Plains lived from the mid 1600s through the mid 1800s. Although this 
activity focuses on one historic time period, it is vital that your students know that 
Native People still live in our communities as neighbors, classmates, friends, and 
leaders. Native Americans are not a culture that existed and then ceased to exist. More 
information on how to have this conversation can be found on the same Wyoming State 
Museum webpage that you downloaded this file from. 

Introduction: 
This activity challenges students to imagine how the People of the Great Plains used 
the bison in their everyday life, during the 1700s through 1800s. It is a great 
introduction, before your class does the North American Bison Culture field trip.

Preparation: 
To get ready for this activity, put your students into groups of 2-4. Each group will 
need a set of the game tokens (pages 2-4) and one copy of the gameboard (pages 5-
6). Please note, if your printer will print in ledger size (11” x 17”) you can print a full-
sized game board from the museum’s website – in the same place you downloaded this 
file. 

Activity: 
Your students will first need to cut out the game tokens. Simply have them cut along 
the dotted lines. If you printed the two halves of the game boards, you can tape them 
together or just lay them on a table. 

Your students will then go through the tokens, working together in their groups. They’ll 
discuss what part of the bison was used to make the item on the token – or used for 
the purpose on the token. For example, if the token says “eaten,” what part of the 
bison could be eaten? If it says, “fly swatter,” what part of the bison could have been 
turned into a fly swatter? Each box on the game board can have multiple tokens, but 
no duplicate tokens that say the same thing. Give your students about fifteen minutes. 
It is unlikely they’ll get through all the tokens in this time limit. The answer key is at 
the end of this document. 
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HAIR HORNS MEAT FAT INTESTINES STOMACH
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