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Here are a few rules pertaining to the museum items within the education 
trunk that you must be aware of before starting the class activities. If you 
are not using the education trunk, feel free to skip this page. 

Everything is Delicate
Replacing items within this trunk can be expensive and time - consuming. 
Please treat them with kindness and respect, and  teach students safe 
handling of all items.

Sharp Items Included
There are knives, arrow points, a tomahawk, and more (potentially) sharp 
items within this trunk. Each blade has been dulled, but  can still be 
dangerous if handled carelessly. The teacher is responsible for deciding 
Ãtm¼tm·Þ¼tmºmÞv¼m¨ºÞºt¬½¥kÞhmÞ`Þüºt¬ÃÞ¬©¥ÅýÞv¼m¨Þ¬·ÞvrÞ¼tmÅÞi`©ÞhmÞt`©k¥mkÞ
by students. 

Do Not Try on the Clothes
The clothing in this trunk should be viewed (as with all the items) as 
educational artifacts, not as dress up toys. This means that under no 
circumstances, should the clothes be worn by students or adults. 

)¬©ÿ¼Þ=¬ºmÞ¬·Þ&·m`¢Þ ©Å¼tv©s
The inventory of this trunk has been verified before you picked it up or 
before it was shipped to you. If something is broken or missing, please call 
the Curator of Education at 307 - 286- 8627. Please ensure every item is 
returned in the same condition that you received it. The cost of any broken 
or damaged items will be the responsibility of the teacher, school, and/or 
school district who reserved the trunk. 

Rules of the Education Trunk
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1v·¥ÿºÞ)·mºº
1v·¥ÿºÞ&¬©©m¼
1v·¥ÿºÞ ´·¬©
Boots

3©r¬·¨`¼v¬©Þkmºi·vhv©sÞ¼tmÞm¨vs·`©¼ºÿÞi¥¬¼tv©sÞi`©ÞhmÞr¬½©kÞv©Þ¼tmÞ
Clothing on the Oregon Trail section on page 31.  

Trunk Inventory: Clothing
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&¬ÅÿºÞ2`¼
&¬ÅÿºÞZmº¼
&¬ÅÿºÞStv·¼
&¬ÅÿºÞT·¬½ºm·º

3©r¬·¨`¼v¬©Þkmºi·vhv©sÞ¼tmÞm¨vs·`©¼ºÿÞi¥¬¼tv©sÞi`©ÞhmÞr¬½©kÞv©Þ¼tmÞ
Clothing on the Oregon Trail section on page 31.  

Trunk Inventory: Clothing
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Cast Iron Skillet
Cast iron skillets were a must - have 
for cooking on the Oregon Trail. 
They came in many sizes, from 
small personal pans to large ones 
for families. Emigrants used them to 
cook foods like bacon, potatoes, 
and flapjacks directly over the fire. 
The skillet in this trunk is a 
miniature version ñ just the right 
size to pass around your classroom.  

Dutch Oven
Dutch ovens were the go - to tool for 
baking on the Oregon Trail. 
Emigrants used them to cook bread, 
biscuits, stews, and even pies by 
placing hot coals from their fire on 
top of the lid and underneath the 
legs of the pot. Since most families 
kvk©ÿ¼Þh·v©sÞr½¥¥- sized stoves or 
ovens, these heavy cast iron pots 
served as portable ovens. Like the 
skillet, this is a miniature version.  

Wooden Spoon
Wooden spoons came in many 
shapes and sizes on the Oregon 
Trail ñ some were as long as 3 feet! 
Women used them to stir stews, 
beans, and other meals over open 
fires. Longer spoons, like the 32 -
inch one in this trunk, helped cooks 
keep their hands safely away from 
the heat. Some spoons were flat for 
scraping, others deep for scooping, 
making them essential tools for trail 
cooking.

Trunk Inventory: Cookware
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Tin Coffee Pot
Coffee was a daily ritual on the 
Oregon Trail, and was enjoyed by 
men, women, and children. 
Emigrants used tin coffee pots like 
this one to boil water and brew 
coffee or tea over the fire. The 
coffee pot was usually the first 
thing on the fire and the last thing 
off, making it one of the most - used 
items in a trail kitchen.

Tin Coffee Cup
Tin cups were the go - to drinking 
vessels on the Oregon Trail. They 
were lightweight, durable, and less 
likely to break on the bumpy 
journey west. However, they got hot 
fast! Some emigrants would lick the 
rim of the cup before sipping to 
avoid burning their lips. These 
simple cups were used for coffee, 
tea, and even soup ñ making them a 
must - have on the trail.

Tin Plate
Tin plates were a trail essential. 
Emigrants used them for nearly 
every meal ñ beans, bacon, bread, 
and more. They were lightweight, 
durable, and easy to clean. This 
made them perfect for life on the 
move. Over the 2,000 - mile journey, 
millions of meals were served on 
plates just like this one.

Trunk Inventory: Cookware
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Eating Utensils
:½º¼Þ¥v¢mÞ¼¬k`ÅÿºÞ½¼m©ºv¥ºáÞm¨vs·`©¼ºÞ
on the Oregon Trail used forks, 
knives, and spoons to eat their 
meals. These utensils were often 
made of metal and came in a 
variety of styles. The ones in this 
trunk are based on examples from 
the 1840s and 1850s, giving 
students a glimpse into what 
mealtime might have been like on 
the trail.

Trunk Inventory: Cookware
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Coffee Beans (Real)
Coffee was a staple on the Oregon 
Trail, enjoyed by men, women, and 
children at almost every meal. 
Emigrants typically packed green 
(unroasted) coffee beans, which 
were lighter and stayed fresh longer 
than roasted ones. Beans were then 
roasted in a skillet over the fire. 
They were then ground using a 
hand - cranked grinder or crushed 
with a rock or other heavy object.

Dried Beans (Real)
Dried beans were a vital food source 
for emigrants on the trail. They 
were lightweight, inexpensive, and 
packed with protein. Beans were 
typically soaked in a pot for hours 
to reduce cooking time ñ either 
k½·v©sÞ¼tmÞk`ÅÿºÞtv¢mÞ¬·Þ¬Âm·©vst¼àÞ
They were then boiled over the fire 
and served for breakfast, lunch, or 
dinner. They were often mixed with 
salt, bacon, rice, or dried veggies. 

Biscuit (Replica)
Breads were a key part of the 
emigrant diet on the trail. Families 
made simple items like biscuits, 
flapjacks, cornbread, and pies using 
flour or cornmeal, water, lard, and 
whatever ingredients they had on 
hand. Biscuits were often baked in 
Dutch ovens, while flapjacks and 
johnnycakes were fried in skillets. 
Pies ñ filled with dried fruit or meat 
ñ were a special treat. These foods 
were filling, easy to prepare, and 
helped stretch limited supplies. 

Trunk Inventory: Food
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Hardtack (Real)
Hardtack was one of the most 
common trail foods carried by 
emigrants heading west. Made from 
just flour, water, and a pinch of 
salt, it was baked slowly to remove 
all moisture ñ creating a dry, hard 
cracker that could last for months 
without spoiling. Most families 
stocked up on hardtack before 
leaving Missouri, packing over a 
hundred pounds into their wagons. 
It was a backup food, used when 
weather, time, or fuel made cooking 
impossible. 

Though bland and tough, hardtack 
was dependable and filling. 
Emigrants often softened it by 
dipping it in coffee, soup, or broth. 
This simple biscuit helped sustain 
thousands of travelers across the 
´¥`v©ºàÞ[tv¥mÞv¼ÞÃ`º©ÿ¼Þ`©Å¬©mÿºÞ
favorite meal, it was one they could 
count on.

Trunk Inventory: Food
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Bacon (Replica) (3)
Bacon was a vital food for families 
traveling the trail. Emigrants often 
packed slabs of salt - cured pork 
belly in bran barrels to keep it from 
spoiling and to keep the fat from 
melting. It was often cooked over 
campfires and eaten multiple times 
a day. While game was occasionally 
hunted, bacon offered a reliable 
source of protein that could last the 
entire journey if properly stored.



Oxen Shoe
About two - thirds of emigrants 
chose oxen to pull their wagons. 
Oxen (trained cattle) were strong, 
steady, and could survive on prairie 
grasses. They were also less likely 
to be stolen and could be eaten in 
dire situations. Only some emigrants 
shoed their oxen with iron shoes like 
these to protect their hooves on the 
long, rocky journey west.

Horseshoe
[tv¥mÞt¬·ºmºÞÃm·m©ÿ¼Þvkm`¥Þr¬·Þ
pulling the heavy wagons, many 
emigrants brought them along for 
scouting or hunting. Mules were 
used in wagon teams by about one -
third of emigrants. Both horses and 
mules needed to be fed and shoed 
regularly, unlike oxen that could 
simply graze. This horseshoe 
represents the care needed to keep 
these animals healthy and moving.

Prairie Rattlesnake Skin
With wagon trains sometimes 
stretching over 100 wagons long, it 
was common to stir up wildlife ñ 
including rattlesnakes. This is the 
skin of a prairie rattlesnake 
(Crotalus viridisõáÞ¬©mÞ¬rÞ[Å¬¨v©sÿºÞ
sixteen native species. These snakes 
average 3ñ5 feet long and feed on 
animals like ground squirrels, 
prairie dogs, ground - nesting birds, 
small rabbits, mice, and rats. 

Trunk Inventory: Animal Items
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Grizzly Bear Claw
Emigrants on the Oregon Trail were 
lucky to see a wide variety of 
wildlife ñ bison, elk, wolves, and 
even bears. While these animals 
were a wonder to behold, some, like 
the grizzly, were dangerous. This 
replica claw comes from a grizzly 
bear (Ursus arctos horribilis). 
Though bear attacks were rare, their 
presence reminded travelers that 
the trail was beautiful and wild.

Stuffed Animals
These stuffed animals represent the 
animals emigrants brought with 
them on the trail ñ and the wildlife 
they saw along the way. The horse, 
mule, and oxen were essential for 
travel. They were used to pull 
wagons or help with scouting and 
hunting. The prairie dog and bison 
represent the rich variety of animals 
that roamed the plains. These 
stuffed animals were made from 
recycled plastic pop bottles. 

Trunk Inventory: Animal Items
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Bison Pelt
Most nights, travelers slept outside 
on the ground, using a thick bison 
robe (bison pelt) as a mattress to 
stay warm and dry under the stars. 
While most emigrants brought 
tents, they were usually saved for 
bad weather. Some families started 
the journey with feather mattresses, 
but they were usually tossed out 
early in the journey in order to  
lighten the load. 

Quilt
Quilting was both a practical 
necessity and a creative outlet for 
emigrant women. Before leaving for 
the trail, many women made quilts 
for each family member, often using 
scraps of worn - out clothing or 
leftover fabric. On the journey, 
quilts were used every night ñ 
spread over bison robes for warmth 
during cold nights on the ground. 
Some women even quilted around 
the campfire, stitching together 
memories as they traveled west.

Trunk Inventory: Bedding
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Hawk Bells and Trade Silver
Trade during the Oregon Trail 
period was significantly different 
from the earlier Mountain Man era. 
Most emigrants packed only the 
essentials. Practical goods like 
cloth, beads, sewing needles, and 
simple tools were the most common 
trade items, whether bartering with 
Native tribes or fellow travelers. 
These trade items were often 
surplus supplies tucked into a 
r`¨v¥ÅÿºÞÃ`s¬©à

In addition to this, some emigrants 
carried small, lightweight items 
specifically for trade. The hawk 
bells and trade silver in this trunk 
represent goods that were common 
during the early 1800s, but  had 
become much rarer by the time of 
westward migration. 

Trunk Inventory: Trade Goods

Iron Arrow Points (2)
Native Americans of the Great Plains 
and Rocky Mountains traditionally 
made arrow points from stone, 
bone, or antler; they did not smelt 
or forge metal. Later, iron points 
became valuable trade items ñ 
stronger, more durable, and easier 
to replace. Many tribes adopted 
them for hunting and warfare. 
While not as common as cloth or 
beads on the trail, some emigrants 
carried a few metal points 
specifically for trade along the trail. Wyoming State Museum    17



Trade Beads
Trade beads were small, colorful, 
and usually made from glass. They 
were carried by European and 
American traders. They traded them 
for furs and other goods with Native 
tribes across the continent. These 
beads were lightweight, easy to 
carry, and highly valued ñ 
especially by Indigenous 
communities, who used them for 
decoration, status, and cultural 
expression.

Most trade beads were made in 
Europe, particularly in Italy and the 
Czech Republic, and came in a wide 
variety of shapes, sizes, and colors. 
Some of the most prized types 
v©i¥½kmkÞü´¬©ÅÞhm`kºáýÞüºmmkÞ
hm`kºáýÞ`©kÞ¼tmÞr`¨¬½ºÞüZm©m¼v`©Þ
¨v¥¥mrv¬·výÞ¬·ÞüitmÂ·¬©ýÞhm`kºà

While mountain men used beads for 
bartering during the fur trade era, 
emigrants on the Oregon Trail also 
carried them as part of their trade 
goods. Beads were among the most 
common items exchanged with 
Native peoples along the trail. 
Emigrants might trade beads for 
food, moccasins, bison robes, or 
guidance. Their small size and 
bright colors made them ideal for 
travel and diplomacy, and they 
remain a vivid symbol of cultural 
exchange in the American West.

Trunk Inventory: Trade Goods
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Trade Cloth
Trade cloth was one of the most 
popular and practical trade items 
carried by emigrants on the Oregon 
Trail. Trade cloth was typically 
made from two main types of 
materials. Lightweight cotton was 
popular for emigrant clothing and 
as a trade item. Cotton was usually 
calico patterned, lightweight, and 
brightly colored ñ making it 
especially appealing to Native 
peoples for clothing and decoration. 
The heavier wool was usually 
traded in the form of blankets. Wool 
was valued for its warmth and 
durability, and could be used for 
robes, bedding, or ceremonial 
garments.

Because Native tribes of the Great 
Plains did not weave fabric during 
this time period , cloth was a highly 
sought - after material. Emigrants 
traded it for food, moccasins, 
buffalo robes, or safe passage. Its 
versatility, portability, and vibrant 
appearance made trade cloth one 
of the most common and effective 
items exchanged along the trail.

Trunk Inventory: Trade Goods
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Powder Horn
Powder horns were used to carry 
gunpowder for rifles and pistols on 
the Oregon Trail. Made from 
hollowed - out animal horns (usually 
cow or bison) they were lightweight, 
waterproof, and easy to refill. 
Emigrants relied on powder horns to 
keep their gunpowder dry and 
accessible. The curved shape made 
them easy to carry, often slung over 
the shoulder or tied to a belt.

Metal Bullets (2)
Guns on the Oregon Trail were 
loaded with gunpowder and round 
lead balls. These early bullets were 
cast from soft metal and used in 
both rifles and pistols. Ammunition 
was essential for hunting game and 
protecting families during the 
journey west. Emigrants often made 
their own bullets using molds, and  
stored them alongside powder 
horns and flintlock tools. 

Pocketknife
Pocketknives were a common tool 
carried by men and boys on the 
trail. These small folding knives 
were used for a wide range of tasks 
ñ cutting rope, whittling wood, 
preparing food, or making repairs. 
Emigrants valued pocketknives for 
their portability and usefulness, 
often keeping them in a pocket or 
pack for quick access. A reliable 
knife could make all the difference 
on the trail.

Trunk Inventory: Tools
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Tinderbox
A tinderbox was used to store fire -
making items. It held essential tools: 
a steel striker, a piece of flint, and 
tinder ñ bark, grass, wood shavings 
or char cloth (blackened fabric that 
easily ignited from sparks). Some 
tinderboxes, like the one in the trunk, 
included a built - in magnifying glass. 
On sunny days, emigrants could use 
the lens to focus sunlight onto the 
tinder to start a fire. 

Steel Striker and Flint
Emigrants on the Oregon Trail often 
used a steel striker and flint to start 
fires. Striking the flint against the 
steel created sparks, which could 
ignite the dry tinder. This method 
required patience and skill, but it 
was reliable and reusable ñ even in 
wet conditions. These tools were 
often stored in a tinderbox, along 
with other fire - starting supplies.

Flint and steel were used on the 
trail even though friction matches 
were invented in the early 1800s. 
During the trail years, matches were 
rare, expensive, and sometimes 
dangerous to use. Most families 
continued to rely on flint and steel 
or magnifying glasses, which were 
safer and more dependable on the 
trail. Fire was essential for cooking, 
warmth, and protection, and these 
simple tools helped emigrants 
survive the long journey west.

Trunk Inventory: Tools
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Hemp Rope
Rope was an essential tool for 
emigrants on the Oregon Trail. It 
was used to tie down wagon covers, 
secure supplies, lead livestock, and 
make repairs. The most common 
type of rope used on the trail was 
hemp rope, made from durable 
hemp fibers. It resisted rot and was 
well - suited for the long, outdoor 
journey west. 

Wagon Wrench (Real Artifact)
Wagon wrenches were used on the 
trail to tighten and loosen the 
square nuts found on wagon wheels 
and axles. TtmºmÞ©½¼ºÞÃm·m©ÿ¼Þ
standardized like modern ones, so 
wrenches were often hand - forged 
or adjusted to fit the specific 
hardware of a family's wagon.
With over 2,000 miles of rough 
terrain, wagons broke down 
frequently. Emigrants had to be 
ready to fix broken wheels, bent 
axles, or loose bolts ñ often in the 
middle of nowhere. A wrench like 
¼tvºÞÃ`º©ÿ¼Þ~½º¼Þtm¥´r½¥Þñ it was 
essential. Without it, a broken 
wagon could mean being stranded 
on the trail.

This is a real wagon wrench. Its 
mÄ`i¼Þi·m`¼v¬©Þk`¼mÞvº©ÿ¼Þ¢©¬Ã©áÞh½¼Þ
it was used in the 1800s or possibly 
m`·¥ÅÞÌÔËËºàÞ3¼ÿºÞ`Þ´¬Ãm·r½¥Þ
reminder that the journey west 
Ã`º©ÿ¼Þ~½º¼Þ`h¬½¼Þ`kÂm©¼½·mÞñ it was 
about survival.

Trunk Inventory: Tools
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Guidebook 
This book is a modern reprint of the 
original guide written by Lansford 
Hastings in 1845. It was one of the 
most widely used resources for 
families preparing to travel west. 
2`º¼v©sºÿÞs½vkmÞ¬rrm·mkÞ`kÂvimÞ¬©Þ
routes, supplies, and survival tips ñ 
though not all of  its advice proved 
reliable. The ill - fated Donner Party 
r¬¥¥¬ÃmkÞ¼tvºÞh¬¬¢ÿºÞ`kÂvimÞ`©kÞ¼¬¬¢Þ
a shortcut that led to disaster.

Many guidebooks were published to 
help emigrants prepare for the 
arduous journey to the West, but this 
one stands out. It was one of the 
¨½ºm½¨ÿºÞº¬½·imºÞr¬·Þ¬½·ÞüL`i¢Þ]¬½·Þ
[`s¬©ýÞ`i¼vÂv¼ÅÞand also  served as 
the foundation for the guidebook 
written specifically for this 
curriculum. Students can compare 
our simplified version to this original 
and see how advice from the 1840s 
shaped real decisions on the trail. 

Trunk Inventory: Tools

Compass
Most everyday emigrants relied 
on guidebooks to plan their journey 
and follow the trail. But wagon 
leaders, scouts, and retired 
mountain men (the people guiding 
the entire wagon trains) were more 
likely to carry compasses like this 
one. These tools helped them make 
decisions about routes, avoid 
hazards, and stay oriented in wide -
open landscapes. This reproduction 
closely resembles the kinds of tools 
those leaders would have used. Wyoming State Museum    23



Journal  
Journals were one of the most 
personal and powerful items carried 
on the trail. Emigrants used them to 
record daily events, weather, trail 
conditions, and their thoughts. 
Some wrote about births, deaths, 
illnesses, and celebrations. Others 
described the landscape, encounters 
with wildlife, or interactions with 
Native tribes. Journals give us a 
firsthand look at life on the trail. 

Dip Pen (Real Artifact) 
Dip pens were used to write letters, 
journals, and documents on the 
trail. Unlike modern pens, they had 
to be dipped into ink before writing. 
This is a real artifact from the late 
1800s to early 1900s ñ similar to  
what emigrants would have used. 
This style was used in railroad 
offices, homes, schools, and on the 
trail. Some families also used 
pencils.

Ink Well
Emigrants who wrote with dip pens 
needed a steady supply of liquid 
ink, which was stored in small ink 
wells. These could be made from 
glass, metal, horn, or ceramic ñ like 
this reproduction. Most families 
bought ink before leaving 
Independence, Missouri, or another 
nearby city.

Trunk Inventory: Household Items
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Candle Lantern
This hand - punched tin lantern is 
modeled after designs used in the 
mid - 1800s. Emigrants lit candles 
inside to brighten their campsites 
and wagons, while the punched 
holes allowed light to shine 
through, while shielding the flame 
from wind. Unlike kerosene lanterns 
ñ which were heavy, expensive, and 
flammable ñ tin candle lanterns 
were safer and easier to carry. 

Candles
Before heading west, many 
emigrant families made their own 
candles by dipping, molding, or 
rolling. These homemade candles 
were the main source of light on the 
trail. At night, candles were placed 
inside tin lanterns to protect the 
flame from wind and rain. Though 
´·m¼¼ÅÞkv¨ÞhÅÞ¼¬k`ÅÿºÞº¼`©k`·kºáÞ
candlelight helped families cook, 
write, and settle in after sunset.

Silver Dollar Coin
This is a replica of a Seated Liberty 
silver dollar, first minted in 1840. 
Emigrant families often carried coins 
like this to pay for supplies, tolls, 
and ferries along the trail. Most 
families brought some gold and 
silver coins with them ñ enough to 
make purchases during the journey 
and to help start a new life in 
Oregon. While not universally 
agreed upon, some resources 
estimate the average family carried 
between $50 and $300 in coins. 

Trunk Inventory: Household Items
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Washboard
Women were usually responsible for 
washing clothes. Laundry was a 
difficult and time - consuming chore. 
Using lye soap and washboards, 
women scrubbed clothing by hand 
to remove trail dust and grime. 
Clothing had to be sturdy to survive 
both the rough scrubbing and the 
months of wear. Though infrequent, 
laundry days helped families feel a 
bit more civilized on the journey.

Lye Soap
Lye soap was a vital supply for 
emigrant families heading west. 
Most made it at home before the 
journey or bought it from general 
stores at trail starting points ñ like 
Independence. Made from animal 
fat and wood ash, lye soap was 
used to clean clothes, dishes, and 
bodies ñ though bathing and 
laundry were infrequent on the trail. 

26 Star US Flag
This is how the US flag looked in 
1837. It was the official flag 
from July 4, 1837  to July 3, 1845, 
and was one of nine different flags 
used during the Oregon Trail years. 
Emigrants saw flags like this flying 
over forts and military camps along 
the trail. Though most families 
kvk©ÿ¼Þi`··ÅÞr¥`sºÞ¼tm¨ºm¥ÂmºáÞ¼tmÞ
stars and stripes symbolized the 
growing nation and the promise of 
opportunity in the West.

Trunk Inventory: Household Items
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A Note About Gendered Toys
In the mid - 1800s, strict gender roles shaped how children were expected to 
play. Girls were encouraged to play with dolls, sewing kits, and other 
household - themed toys that prepared them for their future roles as wives 
and mothers. Boys were given toys like tops, jacks, pocketknives, and 
miniature tools that reflected farming, hunting, and other outdoor skills. 
While children sometimes shared toys ñ especially in large families ñ social 
norms often discouraged children from playing with toys culturally 
associated with the other gender. These expectations reflected the broader 
cultural beliefs of the time and influenced how families raised their children 
on the trail and at home.

Rag Doll
Rag dolls were a common toy on 
the Oregon Trail. Emigrant women 
saved every scrap of fabric, using 
leftover pieces to make dolls for 
their children. These simple toys 
offered comfort and companionship 
during the long journey west. Many 
girls carried their favorite doll as 
they walked beside the wagon. Some 
families even made new dolls along 
the trail using worn - out clothing.

Jacks
Jacks was a popular game among 
children on the trail, played by both 
boys and girls. The game involved 
tossing a small ball ñ often made of 
cloth, leather, or even a smooth 
seed ñ and quickly picking up metal 
or clay pieces before the ball 
landed. Since these early balls 
kvk©ÿ¼Þh¬½©imÞÃm¥¥áÞ¼tmÞs`¨mÞ·m¥vmkÞ
more on timing and quick hands 
than on rebound. Jacks was easy to 
¥m`·©áÞkvk©ÿ¼Þ·m¶½v·mÞ¨½itÞº´`imáÞ
and could be played anywhere. 

Trunk Inventory: Toys and Pastimes
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Leather Ball
Children on the Oregon Trail often 
had simple toy balls, crafted from 
leather or cloth. Some were stitched 
from leftover hide, while others 
used fabric scraps or even inflated 
animal bladders ñ like pig bladders 
ñ as lightweight playthings. These 
handmade toys were stuffed with 
rags, wool, or seeds. Their small 
size made them perfect for tossing, 
catching, or kicking along the trail.

Wooden Top
Spinning tops were a favorite toy for 
children on the trail. These small, 
durable toys came in different 
shapes, but all were carved from 
wood and spun using a string or a 
quick twist of the fingers. Both boys 
and girls played with tops, as the 
noisy, dizzy toys had universal 
appeal. Their small size made them 
easy to carry and perfect for fun in 
the evening after a long travel day.

Buzz Saw
Buzz saws were a type of whirligig 
popular among pioneer children. 
Made from a button, coin, or carved 
wooden disc strung on a loop of 
twine, the toy would spin and hum 
when pulled tight and released in 
rhythm. Though often associated 
with boys, both boys and girls 
played with buzz saws ñ especially 
since they could be easily made 
from everyday materials. Whirligigs 
came in many forms, but this 
version was common on the trail.

Trunk Inventory: Toys and Pastimes
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